
 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
MR. MATT DALY, PRINCIPAL & MRS. TRACY CLARKE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
Dear Families, 

The 2019-2020 school year is off to a great start!  As you know, the start of each school year is an excit-

ing time for everyone; students are eager to start the school year where they will meet up with old friends 

and start new friendships. 

 

As many of you know, Buckley School is a community where there is a strong parent and school partner-
ship in order to assist all of our students.  We want to thank everyone for all that you do for our school 

and for our students!  Our focus on improving our efforts for a stronger parent school partnership will 

always be in the forefront.  We will be continuing our Parent Advisory Group as well as our close work 

with the school PTA. 

 

I have included in this newsletter a few key items for you.  Please find both a calendar that outlines the 
letter day that we use for our specials and the arrival/dismissal procedures at the end of this newsletter. 

 

With the start of the school year, I would like to introduce a few new staff who started at Buckley School 

recently.  Please join me in welcoming them to Buckley School! 

*Heather Armstrong (Grade 3)   *Jessica Cutino (Grade 4) 

*Christine Cullen (ELL Tutor)    *Katherine Holle (OT) 

*Eva Kavanaugh (Lead Kitchen Operator)  *Kathleen Rodriguez (Cafeteria Worker) 

*Raymond Sullivan (Security Guard)   *Vivian McIntosh (Paraeducator) 

*Marion Reinholdt (Noon Aide)   *Jashira Rivera (Noon Aide) 

*Jennifer Barreto-Tremblay (Pupil Services Supervisor) 

 

The month of October is very busy.  With this in mind, I have highlighted a few important events for you 

to place on your calendar: 

  October 11th   Pep Rally! 

  October 10th  PTA Meeting 

  October 17th  SEL/Restorative Practices Night 

  October 30th  Half Day (12:40 dismissal) 

 

Lastly, please note that at Buckley School we send information home on Tuesdays.  This is our “Take 

Home Tuesday”. Please be sure to check your child’s backpack on Tuesdays for any important infor-

mation or flyers 

. 

We look forward to working together in order to provide a wonderful school year for your child.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Fondly,      
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Greetings from the  
Art Department! 

 
Welcome back! Hopefully, you 
and your children are settling 
in to a new school year! In Art, 
we have been busy practicing 
routines and procedures for 
helping us to make the most of 
Art time! So far, we have 
talked about lines, shapes, and 
colors! We have each designed 
a star, very unique, like all of 
us! After our stars, most clas-
ses went on to do a collage. We 
used paper, scissors, and glue 
while practicing using our ma-
terials safely and responsibly! I 
am busy getting to know each 
of your children and trying to 
help them feel comfortable 
using art materials and being 
creative!! I most importantly 
stress that students “Always 
Try Their Best” and show good 
effort towards their work. If 
you ever have concerns or 
questions about anything, 
please feel free to contact me 
here at Buckley School! It is 
going to be a fabulous year!  
 
~Mrs. Maloney & Ms. Paradis 
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We are off to a great start to our 2019-2020 school year. The kindergarteners have been 
very busy learning all about how to be a Buckley Bobcat. We spent time learning our rules 
and classroom routines. At Buckley School, we are safe, respectful, and responsible. We 
started our launch units in reading, writing, and math.  

In reading, we are learning how to read independently and with a partner in the classroom. 
We are focusing on reading behaviors, such as sitting in a quiet “bubble” and making sure 
we do not pop our bubble by making too much noise. We are also exploring our classroom 
reading centers. 

In writing, our focus has been on choosing what to write. We want to write about some-
thing we are passionate about. We created writing folders that we decorated with things we 
love. Our hope is that these folders will help inspire our young writers!  

In math, we have had the opportunity to explore our manipulatives in the classroom. We 
are learning how to use these appropriately in math. We can count, sort, and compare us-
ing our manipulatives. Our focus is on numbers 0-5. We spend a lot of time on these num-
bers to help students gain a strong understanding. We compare using terms such as more 
and less. We also explore all of the ways that we can show these numbers (number writing, 
number words, and various arrangements of objects, using a five frame). 

The kindergarten team would like to thank all of you for all of your help and support. It has 
been a smooth transition into the new school year. We are excited to work with your chil-
dren and watch them learn and grow.  

KINDERGARTEN UPDATE 

GRADE TWO UPDATE 

Second graders have been welcoming fall by practicing what makes a good reader both independently and with a partner in order 
to build reading stamina. We have also been learning the expectations of what it looks like to be a community of readers. In the 
month to come, we will be working hard learning strategies that will help us to solve tricky words. 

As you know, second graders LOVE to tell stories. In the upcoming month in writing, students will have the opportunity to make 
these personal experiences come to life! We have modeled and practiced positive writing habits that will help to support this work. 

In math, we have been practicing procedures and routines in order to ensure student success. We have also spent time practicing 
basic addition and subtraction facts within twelve. In our first unit, we will be reviewing addition and subtraction strategies to 
make our math facts more automatic. 

As part of our social thinking curriculum, second graders have been refining their ability to be mindful of others’ feelings. 

We are looking forward to continuing our work with such a wonderful group of students! 

GRADE ONE UPDATE 

Fabulous First Grade 
 
It’s hard to believe that we have already finished our first month of first grade!  We enjoyed 
seeing you all at Open House! It was a great opportunity for you to come in to see what your 
child is involved in while they are at school.  The children have been working really hard and 
are getting used to the routines of our classrooms. We have spent the first month reviewing 
many Kindergarten skills and are moving on to our first grade curriculum.  Some ways that 
you can help support your child’s learning are to read with your child each night, practice sight 
words daily, and play math games that provide practice with number recognition as well as 
addition and subtraction in order to build their fact fluency.  We look forward to a wonderful 
experience in first grade this year! 
 
Mrs. Bourcier, Miss Congleton, Miss Lavallee, Miss Ozark, Mrs. Tierinni 



GRADE FOUR UPDATE 

It has been a wonderful first month of school! We have been working very hard to create accepting, encouraging, support-
ive, and positive classroom environments. Students have acclimated back into the school routines and expectations.  
 
Radiant Reading: We are beginning to focus on character interpretations, perspective, and identifying what the theme is 
in our stories. We will be using our classroom discussions to encourage one another to use examples from the text in or-
der to support claims. As we have these discussions we are emphasizing for students to be building on each other’s ideas.   
 
Wonderful Writing: We are wrapping up our Writing Launch Unit. We will begin our Narrative Writing Unit that focuses 
on creating stories that include detailed characters, setting, and a clear problem and solution. We will also focus on using 
strategies that allow students to paint a picture through their writing.   
 
Magnificent Math: We are wrapping up our Math Launch Unit. We will begin our unit on Place Value, Addition, and Sub-
traction. This unit will expand their place value knowledge from third grade. 
 
We look forward to a fantastic fourth grade year! 
 
Best,  Fourth Grade Team 
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GRADE THREE UPDATE 

We are finishing up building our community of mathematicians while students are internaizing the routines 
and expectations in order to pave the way for a successful year. Our first unit in math, we will focus on multipli-
cation and division strategies. These strategies will range from creating models using arrays to using open 
number lines. Deeper understanding of these operations will be accomplished through building students' mul-
tiplication and division fluency through modeled math mini-lessons, partner work, and center work.  

In writing students have been practicing moving through the stages of the writing process and practicing rou-
tines and procedures for our writing workshop block. For our first unit, we will be working on developing 
strong personal narrative stories filled with descriptive language, strong organization, effective transitions, and 
reflective endings. This will be accomplished through structured and targeted mini-lessons and writing confer-
ences. Teachers will work with students one-on-one during conferences to help students further strengthen 
their writing techniques and overall writing pieces.  

In reading we have been establishing procedures and routines for Reading Workshop time. We have practiced 
choosing “just right books’, using our reading logs, and what independent readers need to do to grow succesful-
ly. All previous grade levels work on this so that students can carry these strategies with them as they progress 
in grade levels. These procedures are a review, yet they are extremely important in order for the school year to 
be smooth and successful.  
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Physical Education  
 
As we write this newsletter we are saying goodbye to Summer and hello to Fall.  The seasons have officially changed but the sum-
mer weather is still hanging on. We hope our Buckley Bobcats are getting a lot of time to play outside in the fresh air.  Fall is a good 
time to hike, ride a bike, twirl a hula hoop or have a catch with a football.   
 
Physical Education classes started off the year by reviewing classroom expectations, fire drill procedures, playground safety and 
other emergency protocols in the gym.  After we took care of that business, the fun and games began! 
 
The fourth grade got an introduction to cooperative learning, problem solving and adventure education.  Mr. Kolze has brought the 
students through several different challenges that present as puzzles to be solved with teamwork.  The process always includes a 
certain level of frustration before the light bulb moment when the kids see the whole picture and start making some progress.  Ask 
your fourth grade students to share their thoughts on this. It is sure to be interesting.  
 
Kindergarten through 3rd grade students started with relay races and are just moving on to locomo-
tor activities with safe travel through personal space.  By the time you read this, they should have 
mastered safe travel and be moving on to some really creative TAG games. We play so many fun tag 
games here at Buckley and we always have multiple taggers.  We try and find games that appeal to 
everyone and keep as all moving. 
 
Please don't forget that sneakers are the safest footwear for Physical Education. 
 
 
Mr. Kolze and Ms. Falkowski 

FROM THE PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPT 

What an exciting time of year for all of us as we kick off the 2019-2020 school year at Buckley 
Elementary.  Just a few tips and reminders as we enter into this year… 

Please ensure your child eats a healthy breakfast each day either at home or at school.  It is so 
essential for their health and focus.  Also, each child should bring a healthy snack from home to 
keep them satisfied between meals. Unfortunately the school DOES NOT provide snacks. 
 
2) If your child should need medication during school hours, such as: an inhaler or nebulizer 
treatment for asthma, creams, drops, antibiotics, daily medications or any other FDA approved, 
doctor recommended interventions, please remember to get a medical authorization form 
signed by your child's physician. The doctor's office can fax it to me at 860-647-5007. Addition-
ally, as so many of us have environmentally-induced allergies, please consider medicating your 
child before school. Runny noses, irritated throats, itchy eyes, etc. can make it difficult for your 
child to focus. If appropriate for your child, consider packing a couple of cough drops with them 
as you see fit. 

3) Please review the district-wide policy that indicates when a child should be kept home and 
the criteria for which a child may need to be sent home.  When in doubt, call me.- 860-647-3302  
The more information I have regarding your child’s health history, or the health concerns you  
have for your child while at school, the better able I am to help them have a successful and com-
fortable year. 

4) Should your home, work or cell phone number change, please keep us updated so that we can 
contact you in the event of an emergency. 
 

Thank you for helping to keep our students well!  The 
healthier the child the better able they are to learn.   
 

Stay Well, 

Jennah Shirley-  School Nurse 

GREETINGS FROM NURSE SHIRLEY 

Greetings from music class! 
It is great to be back in the swing of 
things in music. We have been singing, 
dancing, playing games and instru-
ments, and otherwise having a grand 
time in music class! 
 
Kindergarteners have been dancing 
to Gymnopedie by Satie, while First 
graders have been looking for 
the Closet Key. Second graders have 
been stomping and clapping to John 
Kanakanaka and Third graders have 
been walking in circles with Weevily 
Wheat. Fourth graders are catching up 
with their states and capitals with 
the Wakko's America song - see how 
far your child can sing it by them-
selves! 
 
Keep singing, everyone! 
 
Mrs. Leonard and Mrs. Fuller 

GREETINGS FROM 

THE MUSIC DEPT! 
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S.T.E.M.  
During the month of September, all classes in grades K
-4 spent time getting into the mindset of being a scien-
tist! We did hands on activities which refreshed our 
minds about making predictions, observations and 
forming a hypothesis. This allowed us to explore with a 
variety of science tools and show that we can use them 
safely and appropriately.  
 
Students in grades 1-4 will be starting their first units 
of study in October. Make sure to ask your child about 
what they’ve been investigating! Kindergarteners will 
be exploring their senses and properties of matter be-
fore they start their first unit. 

 

 

Greetings From The Family Resource Center! 
Hello Buckley Families and Welcome Back! 

It's been so nice getting to catch up with so many of you at our cookout and PTA meeting. I can't believe how fast this year is mov-
ing already. With that being said, I would like to fill you in a few things coming up for the FRC.  

The FRC will be hosting Lunch Bunch again this year. This will be taking place on scheduled Tuesdays during your student's lunch 
time. Lunch Bunch invites parents, guardians, and adult family members with students in Kindergarten - 3rd grade into the school 
to eat with their students and participate in age appropriate reading and activities.  The first few dates for Lunch Bunch are Oct 
8th, Oct 15, Nov 12, and Nov 19th. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. You can check online 
at www.mpsfcp.com/buckley for the all of the Lunch Bunch dates this year. 

The FRC is promoting multiple events and opportunities for families in Manchester. Some of those opportunities are the Learn and 
Play Workshop starting Oct 4th, the Adult and Continuing Ed free ESL classes, Parent Leadership and Fatherhood Workshops, and 
MELC's Preschool Center having openings. If you would like any information on these programs or others, please let me know.  

If you need to use a computer and don't have access to one, please let me know. The FRC has internet enabled Chromebooks avail-
able for families to borrow. If you are interested in borrowing a Chromebook please feel free to contact me and I can get one signed 
out for you. 
 
Finally, I just want to remind everyone that the FRC is here to support all families at Buckley. Please feel free to contact me with 
any questions/ concerns, if you are in need, or if you're looking for information on specific resources in town. I will do all I can to 
help support you, your student, and your family. I can be reached by phone @ 860-645-4825 *21202 or by email 
@ swebster@mpspride.org. You can also check the Buckley FRC calendar at http://mpsfcp.com/buckley for information on things 
taking place at the Buckley FRC and in the community. 



PTA PAGE 








